
Written submission from Peter Murrell, Chief Executive, Scottish National 
Party, dated 9 December, following the evidence session on 8 December 2020 

 
I undertook yesterday to forward Committee members the text of the email sent by 
Nicola Sturgeon on 27 August 2018. The email was sent to all members of the Scottish 
National Party, and the text is appended herewith. 
 
In addition, I've noticed some commentary this morning about what I said yesterday in 
response to questions about WhatsApp groups. 
 
I do not use WhatsApp. 
 
There are several messaging apps on my phone that I don’t use. This includes profiles 
on Facebook Messenger, LinkedIn, Instagram, Slack, Skype, and WhatsApp, none of 
which I use. 
 
I use my phone to make calls and to send emails and texts. Twitter is the only social 
media platform I’m active on. 
 
I trust the appended text and the above clarification is helpful to members. 
 
Best 
 
Peter 
 
PETER MURRELL 
Chief Executive 
Scottish National Party 
 

A statement from Nicola Sturgeon 
 
In recent days, calls have been made for the SNP to suspend Alex Salmond’s 
membership of the Party. 
  
As SNP leader, it is important that I set out the reasons for the Party’s current position 
as clearly as I can. 
  
The SNP, like all organisations, must act in accordance with due process. 
  
In this case, unlike in some previous cases, the investigation into complaints about 
Alex Salmond has not been conducted by the SNP and no complaints have been 
received by the Party. 
  
Also, for legal reasons, the limited information I have about the Scottish Government 
investigation cannot at this stage be shared with the Party. 
  
In summary, the Party has no legal basis currently to suspend Alex Salmond’s 
membership. 
  
Of course, should that situation change, the matter will be reconsidered, as it would 



be for any member. The Party’s rules apply to all members and no one is above them. 
  
The SNP is firm in its belief that allegations of harassment must be taken seriously 
and that anyone who considers that they have been subject to such behaviour must 
feel able to come forward. 
  
Our procedures are aimed at ensuring anyone can raise concerns directly and in 
confidence, including the option of choosing to do so to someone completely outside 
the immediate Party structure. 
  
The external route is [Solicitor], a solicitor with Kennedys Scotland, a firm of lawyers 
used by the Party. Her contact details are: [Redacted]. 
  
Alternatively, individuals can report any matter on a confidential basis, either formally 
or informally, using the internal route. The point of contact at SNP Headquarters is 
[Compliance Manager], who may be contacted at [Redacted] or direct dial [Redacted]. 
  
I give my personal assurance that any such complaints, about any member of the 
SNP, will be considered confidentially and with the utmost care and seriousness. 
 
Nicola 

 


